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Ethiopian Airlines Wins 

African Airline of the Year Award 
 

February 9, 2012 – Ethiopian Airlines was awarded the Gold Award for African Airline of the Year 

2011/2012 from the African Aviation News portal. Ethiopian Airlines earned this distinguished honor by 

receiving the highest number of votes from readers, industry officials, and followers of African Aviation. 

More than 20,000 total votes were registered in this year’s poll, both online and in various industry 

meetings and airline congress events. 

 

“We at Ethiopian Airlines are delighted and honored to receive such recognition for the work we do,” said 

Kagnew Asfaw, Ethiopian Airlines’ Director for the Americas. “Our non-stop Boeing 777LR from 

Washington Dulles has allowed us to offer improved service to all of Africa, and our recent membership 

in the Star Alliance will allow us to continue service innovation in the field.” 

 

In the past 65 years, Ethiopian Airlines has become one of Africa’s most reputable airlines, and is 

unparalleled in the continent for its successful operations in industry service with maximum efficiency. 

The airline is at the forefront of modern technology, maintaining state-of-the-art fleets and providing 

excellent services to the pan-African network, as well as to 62 international destinations. In addition, 

Ethiopian Airlines continues to operate with the conscientious priority of making their Ethiopian Aviation 

Academy the best flying school in Africa.  

 

Receiving the Gold Award from the African Aviation News portal is a welcome addition to the multitude 

of distinguished recognitions already bestowed upon the airline by various organizations throughout the 

industry, the latest of which was the “Airline of the Year Award” presented at the 43rd African Airlines 

Associations (AFRAA) Annual General Assembly in November 2011.  

 

About Ethiopian Airlines 

Ethiopian Airlines, one of the largest and fastest growing airlines in Africa, made its maiden flight to 

Cairo in 1946. With the recent addition of flight services to Pointe Noire, Ethiopian provides dependable 

services to 38 cities in Africa and a total of 62 international destinations spanning throughout four 

continents. Ethiopian won the NEPAD Transport Infrastructure Excellence Awards 2009 on November 

25, 2009 and “Airline of the Year” award from the African Airlines Association (AFRAA) on November 

24, 2009, bringing the total Awards honored since January 2009 to five. In August 2008, Ethiopian won 



“the 2008 Corporate Achievement Award” of Aviation & Allied Business for setting the pace towards the 

development and growth of the African aviation industry. Ethiopian is also the first African carrier to win 

the 2008 Brussels Airport Company Award in recognition of its distinguished long haul operations 

witnessed through the introduction of new routes, new products, and close cooperation with Brussels 

Airport in marketing activities. 
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